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ANNUAL BUDGET HEARING
Thursday, May 5, 2022

P-12 Building MPR, 7:00 PM

ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE
Tuesday, May 17, 2022

ANNUAL BOARD MEMBER ELECTION
Tuesday, May 17, 2022

P-12 Building
Polls Open: Noon to 9:00 PM

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, May 17, 2022

P-12 Building Cafeteria: 8:00 PM

NY State Covid-19 guidelines will be followed. 

Mission: Educate and inspire every student to achieve excellence.
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From the Board of Education
Dear Members of the Community:

Historically, the Board of Education at Otselic Valley has worked to adopt responsible budgets that protect the long-
term interest of our school community. The 2022-2023 proposed budget is an effort to continue this tradition. We have 
worked to provide the best educational opportunities for our students while creating a responsible budget and tax levy.

 The proposed budget shows a decrease of 1.32%, or $157,139. That decrease is due to the loss of stimulus funds from 
the federal government, originally offered due to the pandemic. These funds are still available as carryover funds, but 
are not factored into the general budget as state aid revenue in the 2022-2023 budget. To sustain future budgets a 2.0% 
increase in the tax levy is proposed. The District also continues to use BOCES services, as practical, to take advantage 
of state BOCES aid where appropriate. We have saved by combining positions where appropriate. Furthermore, the 
proposed budget provides the funding necessary to increase support to all students and staff to ensure that budgetary 
decisions remain in alignment with the adopted Strategic Plan. We have added instructional staff where necessary to 
support ongoing initiatives in interventions, technology, and additional electives to students.

 The Board of Education genuinely appreciates the support our community provides to the school and to our students 
and staff. We hope that support will continue to grow.

Sincerely,
The Otselic Valley Board of Education

Why Vote?
7 Reasons to Vote on May 17

1. Because you can.
In many nations of the world, and in most states of our union, 
citizens do not have the right to vote on the spending plans 
developed by their school district.

2. Because you set an example.
The students we serve notice whether or not the adults in their 
lives exercise their civic responsibilities. We set an example 
whether or not we vote.

3. Because you control public education.
You get to decide each year on the quantity and quality of edu-
cation programs and services provided in your community.

4. Because you show respect for what educators do.
Working with all the students that show up is a very difficult 
challenge. By taking the time to vote, you acknowledge this 
challenge.

5. Because your response is needed.
Your school board has developed a spending plan based on 
input from district employees. These folks spent hundreds of 
hours considering options and making spending decisions 
for your consideration. Respond by voting.

6. Because public education matters.
Our public schools educate by far the greatest number of our 
next generation—those to whom we will be turning over the 
reins of government and business, and those who will be 
caring for our generation as we get older.

7. Because your community and its children depend on you.
The folk wisdom that “it takes a whole community to raise 
a child” fits here. You share the responsibility to see that all 
children are educated. While you may not be actually involved 
with what occurs in classrooms, you can make your opinion 
known on happens there by voting.

—New York State School Boards’ Association
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
About the Proposed Budget

Q. How is the budget shown to me in this 
document?

A. New York State law requires all 
school districts to present their 
budgets in three parts: Program, 
Capital, and Administrative.

Q. What will my actual tax rate be?

A. Actual tax rates are set after 
assessments are made by town, 
county, or state officials. This 
information comes to us in August.

Q. What is the property tax increase for  
2022-2023?

A. There is a 2% proposed property 
tax increase. 

Q. How will the STAR program affect my school 
taxes?

A. The Basic School Tax Relief  
(STAR) exemption remains which 
can be of  significant value to 
homeowners. Homeowners must 
apply through their town assessor’s 
office to be eligible for this tax 
break. 

Q. Does OV take the taxpayers’ STAR savings 
or other programs into account when 
developing its budget?

A. No. The STAR program is tax 
relief  for homeowners, paid 
through state taxes. It is not a 
source of  funding for schools. It is 
not considered when developing 
the budget.

Q. Will voting “no” on this budget have any 
impact on salaries and benefits?

A. No. Salaries and benefits are 
negotiated with employee groups 
for multi-year periods.

Q. What happens if  the budget is defeated?

A. Under state law, if  the budget is 
defeated, the Board of  Education 
can schedule one more budget 
vote using the same or a revised 
budget. Or, the Board can decide 
to go directly to a contingency 
budget that can still include a tax 
increase based on state formulas. 
If  the budget is voted on again 
and defeated a second time, the 
Board must adopt a contingency 
budget. Certain regulations restrict 
spending under contingency, which 
may affect program and/or staffing. 
Public use of  school facilities 
would be prohibited unless a fee 
to cover expenses is applied. This 
would include the prohibited use of  
athletic facilities, fitness center, and 
PK-12 library.

Q. I no longer have children in school.  
Why should I support the school?

A. The state has determined that 
public education is funded this way. 
Well-educated citizens benefit the 
entire community. Good schools 
help to increase property values. 
Schools are a source of  community 
identity and pride. 
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Three Part Budget
Program
The Program Component represents the largest portion and focal point of our budget. Items contained represent the “heart” of any 
educational system.

Item Description
2021-22  

Current Budget
2022-23 

Proposed Budget
Dollar  

Difference
Percent  

of Change
Program $7,715,327 $7,576,264 ($139,063) -2%

Instructional Media $465,802  $419,408  $(46,394) -10%
Pupil Transportation $585,184  $627,864  $42,680 7%
Transfer to School Food Service Fund $120,000  $120,000  $0   0%
Teaching $4,070,338  $3,913,896  $(156,442) -4%
Staff $0  $0  $0   0%
Administration and Improvement $15,000  $8,000  $(7,000) -47%
Pupil Services $333,109  $331,595  $(1,514) 0%
Community Service $7,200  $7,000  $(200) -3%
Employee Benefits $2,118,694  $2,148,501  $29,807 1%

Capital
The Capital Component is defined by the State Education Department as primarily the operations and maintenance section of the budget; 
however, debt service and a couple of special items are also included. 

Item Description
2021-22  

Current Budget
2022-23  

Proposed Budget
Dollar  

Difference
Percent  

of Change
Capital $2,147,893 $2,268,226 $120,333 6%

Central Services $621,986  $552,614 ($69,372) -11%
Pupil Transportation $118,800  $320,203 $201,403 170%
Transfer to Capital Funds $135,000  $135,000 $0 0%
Employee Benefits $215,576 $218,609 $3,033 1%
Debt Service $1,056,531  $1,041,800 ($14,731) -1%

Administrative
The Administrative Component provides the funding of the majority of the instructional support services in the district. It is comprised of 
the general support section, an instructional supervision section and the employee benefits attributed to those areas. 

Item Description
2021-22  

Current Budget
2022-23  

Proposed Budget
Dollar  

Difference
Percent  

of Change
Administrative $2,049,391 $1,910,982 -$138,409 -7%

Administration and Improvement $318,499 $248,512 ($69,987) -22%
Employee Benefits $369,489  $374,687 $5,198 1%
Finance $306,167  $320,692 $14,525 5%
Board of Education $33,006  $31,163 ($1,843) -6%
Central Administration $158,476  $196,507 $38,031 24%
Staff $165,526  $115,750 ($49,776) -30%
Central Services $698,228 $ 623,671 ($74,557) -11%

Grand Total $11,912,611 $11,755,472 ($157,139) -1.32%
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Revenues

Item Description
2021-22  

Current Budget
2022-23 

Proposed Budget
Dollar  

Difference
Percent  

of Change
General Aids $4,781,761 $4,925,213 $143,452 3.00%
Real Property Taxes $3,284,015 $3,349,695 $65,680 2.00%
Other State Aid $1,863,881 $1,929,532 $65,651 3.52%
BOCES Aid $1,090,585 $1,068,157 ($22,428) -2.06%
Appropriation of Planned Balance $0 $148,103 $148,103 -
Other Federal Aid $708,559 $151,833 ($556,726) -78.57%
Refund of Prior Years Expense—BOCES $100,000 $100,000 $0 0.00%
Excess Cost $34,387 $44,625 $10,238 29.77%
Interest and Earnings $16,410 $8,210 ($8,200) -49.97%
Textbook Aid $18,000 $17,054 ($946) -5.26%
Computer Software Aid $6,252 $6,292 $40 0.64%
Hardware and Technology $4,661 $4,658 ($3) -0.06%
Interest and Penalities $4,100 $2,100 ($2,000) -48.78%
Interfund Transfers $0 $0 $0 0.00%
Interfund Transfer for Debt Service $0 $0 $0 0.00%
Grand Total $11,912,611 $11,755,472 ($157,139) -1.32%
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Board Elections 
Due to term expiration, residents of the Otselic Valley Central School District will elect one Board member this year, for a five-year 
term ending June 20, 2027.

This year the district did not receive any petitions for board elections, but voting must still be held. It is up to district 
residents to write-in a candidate you would like to serve as Board member. The candidate with the most write-in votes will 
fill the vacancy. In the event no qualified candidates receive votes or the candidate with the most votes refuses the seat, the 
Board of Education may choose to appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy. A vote counts if the candidate’s name is 
spelled incorrectly as long as ballot inspectors can decipher the name. A vote also counts if the candidate’s name is written 
as a common nickname used in the community for that candidate. Votes for unqualified candidates will be disregarded.

Qualifications to be a school board member include:
• Ability to read and write
•  May not be a family member residing in the same household of a current board member
• 18 years old or older
• May not be a current employee of the District
• U.S. Citizen
• May not simultaneously hold another incompatible public office (an incompatible public office would be one that is 

subordinate to another or if the two positions are inherently inconsistent with each other)
• District resident for at least one continuous year
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OTSELIC VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL 2022-23 School District Budget Notice
Overall Budget Proposal Budget Adopted 21-22 Budget Proposed 22-23 Contingency Budget 22-23*

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 11,912,611 $ 11,755,472 $ 11,689,792

Increase/Decrease for the 2022-23 School Year $ - ($157,139) $  - ($222,819)

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget  - 1.32 %  -1.87 %

Change in the Consumer Price Index  4.7%

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 3,284,015 $ 3,349,695

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $ 0 $ 0  

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $ 0 $ 0  

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ 0 $ 0  

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $ 3,284,015 $ 3,349,695 $ 3,284,015

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $ 0 $ 0

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 3,308,724 $ 3,377,419

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library Debt 
and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D) $ 3,284,015 $ 3,349,695

I. Difference: (G - H) Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval ** $ 24,709 $ 27,724

Administrative Component $ 2,049,391 $ 1,910,982 $ 1,870,367

Program Component $ 7,715,327 $ 7,576,264 $ 7,576,264

Capital Component $ 2,147,893 $ 2,268,226 $ 2,243,161

Est. Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 ** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted Amount

Desc: Desc: Desc: Desc:
$ 522 $ $ $ $ 

*Statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2022-23 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law. The administrative 
component of the 2022-23 budget would be capped at 16.0%. All non-ordinary contingent expenses such as $100,000 capital outlay project, equipment and interscholastic athletic sports team travel would 
be removed. In the event of a contingent budget, the actual allocation of the components may differ from the budget displayed above.

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2022-2023 by the qualified voters of the Otselic Valley Central School District, Chenango and Madison Counties, New York, will be held in the P-12 Building 
located in South Otselic in said district on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., prevailing time in the Otselic Valley Central School District, at which time the polls will 
be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.  
1The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by Section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
**Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements.
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VOTER ELIGIBILITY
To vote, you must be:
• At least 18 years old;
• A U.S. citizen;
• A resident of the Otselic Valley School District for at least 30 days;
• Contact the District Clerk at 653-7218, ext. 4042 with questions.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS
To vote by absentee ballot:
• Contact the District Clerk at 653-7218, ext. 4042 with questions.
• Directions for filing an absentee ballot must be accurately followed. 

“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”

Contact person: Georgia Gonzalaz, Superintendent of Schools, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

OTSELIC VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL
Georgetown, New York 13072
South Otselic, New York 13155
Board Members
Cynthia Neal, President
Diane Smith, Vice-President
Gregory Brown
Andy Collins
Betty Robinson
Gail Evans Burpee, District Clerk




